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STUDENTS SEEK LOWERING 
OF MINIMUM VOTING AGE
University of Montana student leaders are leading a state-wide collegiate push to 
have Montana's minimum voting age lowered to include 18, 19 and 20 year olds.
Thomas Behan, Evanston, 111., president of the UM Associated Students, and Loren 
Haarr, Two Dot, chairman of the ASUM planning board, have offered testimony to House 
and Senate committees currently studying bills to lower Montana's voting age limits, 
which already have been introduced in the 40th Legislature Assembly.
Student involvement was begun last November during a meeting of the Montana Student 
Presidents Association in Helena. The group includes student leaders from Montana's six 
state units and three private colleges.
Behan reported Tuesday (Jan. 10, 1967) a telephone conversation he had with Governor 
Tim Babcock. The governor said chances were good for a bill to facilitate lowering the 
voting age to be passed this session.
He identified the major obstacle as the legal requirement which permits only three 
constitutional amendments to be offered to the Montana public at any single general 
election. There is stiff competition for those three slots on the ballot, the governor 
said.
Student leaders already have begun to collect evidence, beyond the valid but over­
used ''old enough to die for country--old enough to vote'1' principle.
Current events and emotional stability tests have been developed to provide further 
evidence. The tests will be given to high school and college students and selected 
adult groups.
Dr. John Wicks, UM professor of economics, will assist in the compiling and analysis 
of statistics resulting from the tests. The student leaders are hopeful the test results 
will show strong correlations between the 18 to 21 year old age groups and the adult groups.
30
